


P.2
V.Marchis/Quest

to have been a fabric woven in France many years afterward---and
more precisely at the beginning of the 14th Century._from which
time begins the documented history of the Sacred Relic's appear-
ance in France?

And here in brief are my ansvers, according to my personal
viewpoint.

1. The Shroud is a cloth of pure linen, somewhat irregular, seem-
ingly, in the thread-spinning as in the web(weaving pattern). That
was due to a handloom, which must have been very rudimentary, but
by what it made, it would show the ancient origin of the fabric,
even if it isn't possible to determine the precise period.

The same thread with which it is woven was hand-spun, because,
even as very finely dune, it nevertheless displays numerous irregu-
larities in diameter, thicker parts, or budlike shapes. also, the
same pattern in the weave, a corn-row or "fishbone!", is very irreg-
ular, interrupted and broken by mistakes in return-passes, or missing
passages of rows and therefore, breaks in the spine-likxe design it-
self,

A gimilar design is still dctually used in the linen-industry
for linen hand-towels or dust-cloths.made with hemp and cotton. In
comparing a sample, however, of such recent products, with the
pattern on the Shroud's linen, as viewed from a photograph, there
is a great difference clearly between the two weaves. We may be able
to add further, from the results of Timossi's studies, that the
Shroud's weaving-pattern was formed of lengthwise stripes—--descend-
ing and ascending at the same time, each one of 40 threads, in width
about 11 millimeters, ma2king precisely the fishhone design. Also,
the degree of the thread's Fibers has to correspond to about a total
of 50threads(an English reference on linen) for the weft, and a

total of about 30 for the warp, with 40 threads per weft, and 27
per warp, for a sguare centimeter.

2) As for the answer pertaining to the second question which
has been posed, it was to see first of all if it were still possible~-~
at the time of Christ's death, that another fabric similar to the
Shroud'linen had then been woven.

Let us mote, in the second item, that in order to obtain the

gffect of the fighbone pattern, it is necessary ta have at one's

sposal a weaving-loom, no matter how rudimentary, shich hat to have at least four
heddles(a lifting mechanism giving the needed moveéenb gﬁi the warp-
threads through the alternate pasges of the weft-threads.) This is
the arguing-point of the whole.question, on which the opponents of
t?etgelic's ?uthangieéty ?ased their firm denials, tMat looms
o at type(four-heddles)weren't in existence in
ey ony Ghe s EhanlceelEzan et New Testament times.

of hand-1
moved by footpedals,(in that eime,lat.cantury.)OOME' LR o heddles,

; In truth, we have no absglute proofs of
211 the examples and textile artifacts of ancfsﬁgcf?XZQ:f?fiﬁigg







